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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-7 and 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Patent Application Publication Number US 2004.0084521 A1 by 
Nagayoshi et al ("Nagayoshi") in view of Patent Number 4,524,268 by Fukatsu 
("Fukatsu") in view of Patent Number US 6,779,728 B2 by Nomiyama et al 
("Nomiyama"). The printed note deposit machine disclosed by Nagayoshi comprises 
user recognition unit 203 identifying a user with an authenticated person, inlet unit 101 
serving as a receiving teller in which printed notes are deposited, dispensing unit 140 
receiving printed notes deposited in the inlet unit to dispense then in sequence, and 
identifying unit 103 classifying the dispensed printed notes into four categories of 
authenticated notes, counterfeit notes, unidentifiable notes and rejected notes (see 
para. 0028, lines 6-10 and para. 0038, lines 5-22). Said identifying unit includes a serial 
number reader unit to read a serial number unique to each of the printed notes (see 
para. 0029, lines 7-11), and memory unit 131/132 which stores printed note information 
obtained by a plurality of sensors (see step 702 of Figure 8) from the printed notes 
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immediately after deposit and classifies the printed note information. Said memory unit 
stores transaction data which is a combination of user information from a user 
recognition unit (see para. 0045, lines 1-13), and printed note information from the 
identifying unit. 

Nagayoshi further discloses a single temporary money holder 1 10 temporarily 
storing therein the printed notes identified and classified in the identifying unit as 
authenticated notes (see para. 0028, line 6 through para. 0029, line 6). Still further, 
Nagayoshi discloses all other printed notes classified as rejected notes (spoiled notes) 
as being segregated from said temporarily stored printed notes in cash box 123 (see 
Figure 1). Said machine further comprises plurality of storage cells 120, 121 and 122 
and rejection unit 101 respectively for storing said printed notes which have been 
temporarily stored in the temporary money holder, and rejection unit 101 for 
accumulating the printed notes identified and classified as rejected notes by the 
identifying unit for return to a user (see para. 0029, lines 1-4). Still further, Nagayoshi 
discloses communication unit 503 (see Figure 12) externally transferring information 
from the identification unit. 

Nagayoshi fails to disclose a temporary money holder temporarily storing 
unacceptable notes such as counterfeit and unidentified notes. Fukatsu teaches 
temporary money holder 21 that temporarily stores unacceptable notes determined to 
be counterfeit via identifying unit 20 for the purpose of restricting access to said 
unacceptable notes during a transaction process. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
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unacceptable note temporary storage configuration of Fukatsu into the deposit machine 
of Nagayoshi for the purpose of restricting access to said unacceptable notes during a 
transaction process. 

Nagayoshi fails to disclose said memory unit storing machine serial number 
information. Fukatsu teaches a machine identification formation being stored by 
memory 94 for the purpose of associating currency transaction information with a 
particular deposit machine. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to incorporate the machine identification storage 
configuration of Fukatsu into the deposit machine of Nagayoshi for the purpose of 
associating currency transaction information which a particular deposit machine. 

Nagayoshi fails to disclose a counterfeit-retaining predetermined storage cell. 
Nomiyama teaches a printed note deposit machine comprising predetermined storage 
cell 9 that is assigned for storing counterfeit notes that remain captured for further 
examination (see Figure 14 and column 5, lines 15-45) for the purpose of detecting 
whether a crime has been committed. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the storage cell 
configuration of Nomiyama into the machine of Nagayoshi for the purpose of 
determining whether a crime has been committed. 



Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nagayoshi in view of Fukatsu in view of Nomiyama as applied to claim 7 above, and 
further in view of Patent Number US 6,874,682 B2 by Utz ("Utz"). Nagayoshi/Fukatzu 
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fails to disclose a trace unit. Nagayoshi discloses plurality of printed note deposit 
machines 201 that transmit transaction data via transmitting means 503 (see Figure 12). 
Utz teaches a database apparatus installed in a central office 76 (see Figure 2) and 
receiving transaction data from the memory of each of a plurality of printed note deposit 
machines to accumulate the transaction data (see column 20, line 59 through column 
21 , line 8), and a trace unit that matches transaction data accumulated in a data base 
apparatus with transaction data on detected notes (see column 21 , lines 1-8 and 
column 23, lines 58-63) to track down a user of notes for the purpose of notifying said 
user of the existence of counterfeit notes. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the database 
apparatus/trace unit configuration of Utz into the deposit machine of Nagayoshi/Fukatzu 
for the purpose of notifying a user of the existence of counterfeit notes. 



Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 3-13 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARK J. BEAUCHAINE whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-6934. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM through 5:00PM 
Mondays through Thursdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick H. Mackey can be reached on (571)272-6916. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patrick H. Mackey/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3653 

mjb 



